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€levation of the Holy Gross Orthodox Ghurch
1725 Holy Cross Ln
Williamsport, Pennsylvania 17701-2749
www.holycrosswilliamsport.org

Very Rev. Fr. Seraphim Reynolds, Pastor/Rector
office: 570.322.3020
(c) 717.576.3503
email: archpriestserafim@gmail.com

Today’s Scripture Readings:
Epistle: Colossians 3:4-11
Gospel: St. Luke 14:16-24

A warm welcome to everyone this morning, especially to all our
guests and visitors! Everyone is invited to join us for some
fellowship after the Liturgy in the Parish Hall!

This Week at Holy Cross

*+ Church is open Tuesday & Thursday morning from 7 to 9:30am for
private prayer, quiet time and/or Confession. Please let Fr Seraphim know if
you would like to come for Confession.

+ Compline/Bible Study — Wednesday December 17" at 5:30pm
#% Free Community Luncheon — Saturday December 20% * 10-11:30
+ Great Vespers — Saturday December 20" at Spm - (choir practice at 4)

*+ Hours, Divine Liturgy — Sunday December 215 at 9:40am — Fellowship
following in the Hall

## Interested in helping with Fellowship Hour or the Reading of the Hours
on Sundays? Please see Mat. Mary or Fr. Seraphim &
## December Benevolence — Discretionary Fund

#% Canned/dry goods for the St Ann Food Pantry can be brought to the
Parish Hall throughout the Advent Season.

Our Giving — December 7", 2025

Tithes/Offerings - $4,375.00 / Online Giving - $332.00
Candle Offerings - $69.00 / Benevolence - $20.00

Thank you all for your generosity!




Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox
Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer
li.e., Prayers Before Communion), recent confession, and who were at
least present for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach
to receive the Holy Eucharist. We should all be at peace with everyone
too. If you have any questions about Communion, please see Fr.

Seraphim. &

T St. Herman of Alaska - Father Herman’s Way of Life

Father Herman himself spaded the garden, planted potatoes and cabbage and
various vegetables in it. For winter, he preserved mushrooms, salting or
drying them. The salt was obtained by him from ocean water. It is said that a
wicker basket in which the Elder carried seaweed from the shore, was so
large that it was difficult for one person to carry. The seaweed was used for
fertilizing the soil. But to the astonishment of all, Father Herman carried a
basket filled with seaweed for a long distance without any help at all. By
chance his disciple, Gerasim, saw him one winter night carrying a large log
which normally would be carried by four men; and he was bare footed. Thus
worked the Elder, and everything that he acquired as a result of his
immeasurable labors was used for the feeding and clothing of orphans and
also for books for his students.

His clothes were the same for winter as for summer. He did not wear a shirt;
instead he wore a smock of deer skin, which he did not take off for several
years at a time, nor did he change it, so that the fur in it was completely
worn away, and the leather became glossy. Then there were his boots or
shoes, cassock (podrasnik), an ancient and faded out cassock (riasa) full of
patchwork, and his headdress (klobuk). He went everywhere in these
clothes, and at all times; in the rain, in snowstorms, and during the coldest
freezing weather. In this, Father Herman followed the example of many
Eastern Ascetic Fathers and Monks who showed the greatest concern for the
welfare and needs of others. Yet, they themselves wore the oldest possible
clothes to show their great humility before God, and their detachment from
worldly things.




A small bench covered with a time-worn deerskin served as Father
Herman’s bed. He used two bricks for a pillow; these were hidden from
visitors by a skin or a shirt. There was no blanket. Instead, he covered
himself with a wooden board which lay on the stove. This board Father
Herman, himself called his blanket, and he willed that it be used to cover his
remains; it was as long as he was tall. “During my stay in the cell of Father
Herman,” writes the creole Constantine Larionov, “I, a sinner, sat on his
‘blanket’-and I consider this the acme of my fortune!” (‘creole’ is the name
by which the Russians referred to the children of mixed marriages of native
Indians of Alaska, Eskimo and Aleuts with Russians.)

The Elder ate very little. As a guest, he scarcely tasted the food, and
remained without dinner. In his cell his dinner consisted of a very small
portion of a small fish or some vegetables. His body, emaciated as a result of
his labors, his vigils, and fasting, was crushed by chains which weighed
about sixteen pounds. These chains are kept to this day in the chapel. Telling
of these deeds of Father Herman, his disciple, the Aleut Ignaty Aligyaga,
added, “Yes, Apa led a very hard life, and no one can imitate his life!” (The
Aleutian word “Apa” means Elder or grandfather, and it is a name indicative
of the great affection in which he was held). (Www.oca.org)

Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years!

His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose (Young),
Abbot Tryphon, Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris), Mitred-Archpriest Daniel
(Kovalak), Archpriest George, Fr Dcn John Wesner, Mat. Myra (Kovalak),
Pres. Eva (Koutroulelis), Madison Race & the child to be born of her, Catharine
Mann, Paul Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn Chabal, Amelia Kuzmiak, Juliana
Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, Michael Lazorchak, Brian Gunter, Elizabeth Larson,
Joanna Bohlander, John Dykes, Alexis Gross, Susannah Crews, Mary Fish,
Xenia Crews, Erin Goree, Wendy Lucas, John Sam, Innocent Sam, Helena
Georges & those suffering from the wars in Ukraine, Russia, & the Middle East.
Our Catechumens: Melissa Czock, Jiselle Macari, Spencer Leoutsakos,
Benjamin Zachariah (Military), Garette, Morgan, Charlotte & Nathaniel Fallon,
Rick Lucas, Dean Johnson, Jennifer Benick, Joseph Fazio, Dallas Compton

Prayers For the Newly Departed: Memory €ternal

Larissa Chapin, All those who have lost their lives in the wars in Ukraine,
Russia, & the Middle East




