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Very Rev. Fr. Seraphim Reynolds, Pastor/Rector
office: 570.322.3020
(c) 717.576.3503
email: archpriestserafim@gmail.com

Today’s Scripture Readings:
Epistle: Hebrews 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40
Gospel: St. Matthew 1:1-25

A warm welcome to everyone this morning, especially to all our
guests and visitors! Everyone is invited to join us for some
fellowship after the Liturgy in the Parish Hall!

This Week at Holy Cross

*+ Church is open Tuesday morning from 7 to 9:30am for private prayer,
quiet time and/or Confession. Please let Fr Seraphim know if you would
like to come for Confession.

+ Nativity of Our Lord God & Saviour Jesus Christ +
Holy Supper — Wednesday Dec 24" * 4pm
Nativity Vigil — Wednesday Dec 24" * 6pm
Divine Liturgy — Christmas Day Dec 25™ * 9am
+ Great Vespers — Saturday December 27" at 5pm - (choir practice at 4)

+ Hours, Divine Liturgy — Sunday December 28" at 9:40am — Fellowship
following in the Hall

#% December Benevolence — Discretionary Fund
#% Canned/dry goods for the St Ann Food Pantry can be brought to the
Parish Hall throughout the Christmas Season.

Our Giving — December 14", 2025

Tithes/Offerings - $1,104.25 / Online Giving - $261.00
Candle Offerings - $66.00 / Benevolence - $250.00

Thank you all for your generosity!




Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox
Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer

li.e., Prayers Before Communion), recent confession, and who were at
least present for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach
to receive the Holy Eucharist. We should all be at peace with everyone
too. If you have any questions about Communion, please see Fr.
Seraphim. &

T St. Matthew 1:1-25 (Gospel)

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of
Abraham:

Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his
brothers. Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and
Hezron begot Ram. Ram begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon,
and Nahshon begot Salmon. Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed
by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David the king.

David the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah.
Solomon begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, and Abijah begot Asa.
Asa begot Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat begot Joram, and Joram begot Uzziah.
Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, and Ahaz begot Hezekiah.
Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh begot Amon, and Amon begot Josiah.
Josiah begot Jeconiah and his brothers about the time they were carried
away to Babylon.

And after they were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, and
Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel. Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim,
and Eliakim begot Azor. Azor begot Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, and Achim
begot Eliud. Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, and Matthan begot
Jacob. And Jacob begot Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born
Jesus who is called Christ.

So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations,
from David until the captivity in Babylon are fourteen generations, and from
the captivity in Babylon until the Christ are fourteen generations.




Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of
the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting
to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly. But
while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to
you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.
And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He
will save His people from their sins.”

So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord
through the prophet, saying:
“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call

His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.”

Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him and took to him his wife, and did not know her till she had
brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name Jesus. (NKJV)

Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years!

His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose (Young),
Abbot Tryphon, Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris), Mitred-Archpriest
Daniel (Kovalak), Archpriest George, Fr Dcn John Wesner, Mat. Myra
(Kovalak), Pres. Eva (Koutroulelis), Madison Race & the child to be born
of her, Catharine Mann, Paul Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn Chabal, Amelia
Kuzmiak, Juliana Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, Michael Lazorchak, Brian
Gunter, Elizabeth Larson, Joanna Bohlander, John Dykes, Alexis Gross,
Susannah Crews, Mary Fish, Xenia Crews, Erin Goree, Wendy Lucas, John
Sam, Innocent Sam, Helena Georges, Chris Gehret, Bridget Youmans, &
those suffering from the wars in Ukraine, Russia, & the Middle East. Our
Catechumens: Melissa Czock, Jiselle Macari, Spencer Leoutsakos,
Benjamin Zachariah (Military), Garette, Morgan, Charlotte & Nathaniel
Fallon, Rick Lucas, Dean Johnson, Jennifer Benick, Joseph Fazio, Dallas
Compton, Jonathan, Madison, Felicity & Edmund Race

Prayers For the Newly Departed: Memory €ternal

Archpriest Paul Pyrch +12/2, All those who have lost their lives in the wars
in Ukraine, Russia, & the Middle East




