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GHRIST IS BORN!
GLORIFY HIM!
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€levation of the Holy Gross Orthodox Ghurch
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Very Rev. Fr. Seraphim Reynolds, Pastor/Rector
office: 570.322.3020
(c) 717.576.3503
email: archpriestserafim@gmail.com

Today’s Scripture Readings:
Epistle: Galatians 1:11-19
Gospel: St. Matthew 2:13-23

A warm welcome to everyone this morning, especially to all our
guests and visitors! Everyone is invited to join us for some
fellowship after the Liturgy in the Parish Hall!

This Week at Holy Cross

*+ Church is open Tuesday morning from 7 to 9:30am for private prayer,
quiet time and/or Confession. Please let Fr Seraphim know if you would
like to come for Confession.

+ Circumcision of Our Lord God & Saviour Jesus Christ +

Vesperal Divine Liturgy — Wednesday Dec 31% * 5pm

+ Great Vespers — Saturday January 3™ at 5pm

+ Hours, Divine Liturgy — Sunday January 4" at 9:40am — Fellowship
following in the Hall

#% December Benevolence — Discretionary Fund

#% Canned/dry goods for the St Ann Food Pantry can be brought to the
Parish Hall throughout the Christmas Season.

Qur Giving — December 21%, 2025

Tithes/Offerings - $2,835.00 / Online Giving - $1,261.00
Candle Offerings - $65.00 / Christmas Flowers - $50.00

Thank you all for your generosity!




Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox
Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer
li.e., Prayers Before Communion), recent confession, and who were at
least present for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach
to receive the Holy Eucharist. We should all be at peace with everyone
too. If you have any questions about Communion, please see Fr.

Seraphim. &

T Archpastoral Message from His Eminence Archbishop Mark
on the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord

Dearly Beloved in Christ,
Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

I greet you all with much joy as we celebrate the feast of the Nativity of
our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ!

Throughout the liturgical life of our faith, the kliros is the classroom of
our Church. The words used throughout the Christmas services can be
described in one word: Joy. As our Lord takes on the human flesh, we
are invited to rejoice with bodiless powers in praising the Word who
dwells amongst us. “God is with us, understand all ye nations, and
submit yourselves, for God is with us!” (Isaiah 8:9-10).

Is the birth of our Savior filled with great mystery? Yes. The Virgin

gives birth, yet remains a virgin. God takes on our human nature, yet He
remains that which He is from all eternity. The King of All is born in a
cave. The manger is His throne. Simple shepherds are His court. The
angels are His messengers. The kings of this world are His enemies. The
Messiah comes quietly. Despite centuries of anticipation, they fail to
recognize Him as the Living Word, the Prince of Peace, and the Father of
the world to come.

However, dear ones, “For unto us a Son is born, unto us a Child is
given.” This is why we rejoice! The love God offers us through the
Incarnation of His Son transcends all knowledge, yet it is genuine, it is
freely offered as a gift to all who accept and share and delight in it. By
the eyes of faith alone do we discover that which is beyond all
comprehension and rejoice in the reality of the Lord’s love for you, for
me, and for us, despite how sinful and unworthy we all are. This is the
abundant mercy of our God.




May the understanding of the Incarnation renew us and refresh us now,
in the new year to come, and in every moment of our lives. I prayerfully
extend to you and your families every blessing for a peaceful and joyful
Nativity season.

Y our unworthy father in Christ,
+MARK
Archbishop of Philadelphia and the Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania

“Or\cc Mary, with child by a seedless conception, *was

registered in Bethlehem with the agccl Joseph * as of the
[House of David. * The time came for the birth, and there was

no room at the inn; * but the cave Provecl a delighhcul Palacc for

the Queen. * (Christis born to raise the image that fell of old.”

Troparion of the Eve of the Nativity, Tone 4

Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years!

His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose (Young),
Abbot Tryphon, Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris), Mitred-Archpriest
Daniel (Kovalak), Archpriest George, Fr Dcn John Wesner, Mat. Myra
(Kovalak), Pres. Eva (Koutroulelis), Madison Race & the child to be born
of her, Catharine Mann, Paul Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn Chabal, Amelia
Kuzmiak, Juliana Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, Michael Lazorchak, Brian
Gunter, Elizabeth Larson, Joanna Bohlander, John Dykes, Alexis Gross,
Mary Fish, Erin Goree, Wendy Lucas, John Sam, Innocent Sam, Helena
Georges, Chris Gehret, Bridget Youmans, & those suffering from the wars
in Ukraine, Russia, & the Middle East. Qur Catechumens: Melissa Czock,
Jiselle Macari, Spencer Leoutsakos, Benjamin Zachariah (Military), Garette,
Morgan, Charlotte & Nathaniel Fallon, Rick Lucas, Dean Johnson, Jennifer
Benick, Joseph Fazio, Dallas Compton, Jonathan, Madison, Felicity &
Edmund Race

Prayers For the Newly Departed: Memory €ternal

Archpriest Paul Pyrch +12/2, All those who have lost their lives in the wars
in Ukraine, Russia, & the Middle East




