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Today’s Scripture Readings: 
Epistle: Ephesians 5:9-19 

Gospel: St. Luke 17:12-19 

 

A warm welcome to everyone this morning, especially to all our 

guests and visitors!  Everyone is invited to join us for some 

fellowship after the Liturgy in the Parish Hall! 

 

This Week at Holy Cross 

+ Church is open Tuesday & Thursday morning from 7 to 9:30am for 

private prayer, quiet time and/or Confession.  Please let Fr Seraphim know if 

you would like to come for Confession. 

+ Compline/Bible Study – Wednesday December 10th at 5:30pm 

+ Great Vespers – Saturday December 13th at 5pm - (choir practice at 4) 

+ Hours, Divine Liturgy – Sunday December 14th at 9:40am – Potluck 

Fellowship following in the Hall 

** Interested in helping with Fellowship Hour or the Reading of the Hours 

on Sundays?  Please see Mat. Mary or Fr. Seraphim 🙏 

** December Benevolence – Discretionary Fund 

** Canned/dry goods for the St Ann Food Pantry can be brought to the 

Parish Hall throughout the Advent Season. 

Our Giving – November 30th, 2025 

Tithes/Offerings - $192.00 / Online Giving - $271.00 

Candle Offerings - $59.00 / Benevolence - $5.00 

Memorial - $100.00 (Veronica Weakland) 

Thank you all for your generosity! 



Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox 

Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer 

[i.e., Prayers Before Communion], recent confession, and who were at 

least present for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach 

to receive the Holy Eucharist.  We should all be at peace with everyone 

too.  If you have any questions about Communion, please see Fr. 

Seraphim.        

 

† St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan +397 

 
This great holy father of the Orthodox Church was of eminent 

birth. His father was the imperial deputy of Gaul and Spain and was a 

pagan by faith, but his mother was a Christian. While he was still in the 

cradle, a swarm of bees settled on him, poured honey onto his lips, and 

flew away. And while still a child, he extended his hand and spoke 

prophetically: "Kiss it, for I will be a bishop." 

 

After his father's death, the emperor appointed him as his 

representative in the province of Liguria, of which Milan was the chief 

city. When the bishop of Milan died, a great dispute arose between the 

Orthodox Christians and the Arian heretics concerning the election of a 

new bishop. Ambrose entered the church to maintain order, this being his 

duty. At that moment, a child at its mother's bosom exclaimed: "Ambrose 

for bishop!" All the people took this as the voice of God, and 

unanimously elected Ambrose as their bishop, contrary to his will.  

 

Ambrose was baptized, passed through all the necessary ranks 

and was consecrated to the episcopacy, all within a week. As bishop, 

Ambrose strengthened the Orthodox Faith, suppressed the heretics, 

adorned churches, spread the Faith among the pagans, wrote many 

instructive books, and served as an example of a true Christian and a true 

Christian shepherd. 

 

He composed the famous hymn "We Praise Thee, O God." This 

glorious hierarch, whom men visited from distant lands for his wisdom 



and sweetness of words, was very restrained, diligent and vigilant. He 

slept very little, labored and prayed constantly, and fasted every day 

except Saturday and Sunday. Therefore, God allowed him to witness 

many of His miracles and to perform miracles himself. He discovered the 

relics of the Holy Martyrs Protasius, Gervasius, Nazarius and Celsus 

(October 14). 

 

Meek toward lesser men, he was fearless before the great. He 

reproached Empress Justina as a heretic, cursed Maximus the tyrant and 

murderer, and forbade Emperor Theodosius to enter a church until he had 

repented of his sin. He also refused to meet with Eugenius, the tyrannical 

and self-styled emperor. God granted this man, so pleasing to Him, such 

grace that he even raised the dead, drove out demons from men, healed 

the sick of every infirmity, and foresaw the future. Ambrose died 

peacefully on the morning of Pascha in the year 397 A.D. 

(Prologue of Ohrid) 

 

Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years! 

His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose (Young), 

Abbot Tryphon, Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris), Mitred-Archpriest 

Daniel (Kovalak), Fr Dcn John Wesner, Mat. Myra (Kovalak),  Pres. Eva 

(Koutroulelis), Madison Race & the child to be born of her, Catharine Mann, 

Paul Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn Chabal, Amelia Kuzmiak, Juliana 

Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, Michael Lazorchak, Brian Gunter, Elizabeth 

Larson, Joanna Bohlander, John Dykes, Alexis Gross, Susannah Crews, 

Mary Fish, Xenia Crews, Erin Goree, Wendy Lucas, John Sam, Innocent 

Sam, Helena Georges & those suffering from the wars in Ukraine, Russia, & 

the Middle East.  Our Catechumens: Melissa Czock, Jiselle Macari, 

Spencer Leoutsakos, Benjamin Zachariah (Military), Garette, Morgan, 

Charlotte & Nathaniel Fallon, Rick Lucas, Dean Johnson, Jennifer Benick, 

Joseph Fazio, Dallas Compton 

 

Prayers for the Newly Departed: Memory Eternal 

Larissa Chapin, All those who have lost their lives in the wars in Ukraine, 

Russia, & the Middle East 


