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Today’s Scripture Readings: 
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 4:9-16; Ephesians 2:4-10  

Gospel: St. Matthew 9:9-13; St. Luke 10:25-37 

 

A warm welcome to everyone this morning, especially to all our 

guests and visitors!  Everyone is invited to join us for some 

fellowship after the Liturgy in the Parish Hall! 

 

This Week at Holy Cross 

+ Church is open Tuesday morning from 7 to 9:30am for private prayer, 

quiet time and/or Confession.  Please let Fr Seraphim know if you would 

like to come for Confession. 

+ Compline/Bible Study – Wednesday November 19th at 5:30pm 

+ Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple - Vesperal Liturgy – 

Thursday November 20th at 5:30pm 

+ Great Vespers – Saturday November 22nd at 5pm - (choir practice at 4) 

+ Hours, Divine Liturgy – Sunday November 23rd at 9:40am - 

Fellowship following in the Hall 

** November Benevolence – Discretionary Fund 

** THANKS to all who participated and helped with the Chili Cook 

Off & the Saturday Luncheon!!!  

Our Giving – November 9th, 2025 

Tithes/Offerings - $2,751.25 / Online Giving - $471.00 

Candle Offerings - $78.00 / Diocese of Alaska - $101.00 

Memorial Gift - $100.00 (Phobe Davis) 

“The Lord loves a cheerful giver” . . . Thank you! 



Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox 

Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer [i.e., 

Prayers Before Communion], recent confession, and who were at least 

present for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach to receive 

the Holy Eucharist.  We should all be at peace with everyone too.  If you 

have any questions about Communion, please see Fr. Seraphim.        

 

† THE HOLY APOSTLE MATTHEW THE EVANGELIST 

 

Matthew, son of Alphaeus, was a tax collector when the Lord saw him in 

Capernaum and said: Follow Me. And he arose and followed Him 

(Matthew 9:9). After that, Matthew prepared a reception for the Lord in 

his home and thus provided the occasion for the Lord to express several 

great truths about His coming to earth. After receiving the Holy Spirit, 

Matthew preached the Gospel to the Parthians, Medes and Ethiopians. In 

Ethiopia he appointed his follower Plato as bishop, and withdrew to 

prayerful solitude on a mountain, where the Lord appeared to him.  

 

Matthew baptized the wife and the son of the prince of Ethiopia, at which 

the prince became greatly enraged and dispatched a guard to bring 

Matthew to him for trial. The soldiers returned to the prince saying that 

they had heard Matthew's voice but could not see him with their eyes. 

The prince then sent a second guard. When this guard approached the 

apostle, he shone with a heavenly light so powerful that the soldiers 

could not look at him; filled with fear, they threw down their weapons 

and returned. The prince then went himself. Matthew radiated such light 

that the prince was instantly blinded. However, the holy apostle had a 

compassionate heart; he prayed to God, and the prince was given back 

his sight. Unfortunately, he saw only with physical eyes and not spiritual 

eyes. He arrested Matthew and subjected him to cruel tortures. 

 

Twice, a large fire was lighted on his chest, but the power of God 

preserved him alive and unharmed. Then the apostle prayed to God and 

gave up his spirit. The prince commanded that the martyr's body be 

placed in a lead coffin and thrown into the sea. The saint appeared to 

Bishop Plato and told him where the coffin bearing his body could be 



found. The bishop retrieved the coffin with Matthew's body from the sea. 

Witnessing this new miracle, the prince was baptized and received the 

name Matthew. After that, the prince left all the vanity of the world and 

became a presbyter and served the Church in a God-pleasing way. When 

Plato died, the Apostle Matthew appeared to the presbyter Matthew and 

counseled him to accept the episcopacy. He accepted the bishopric and, 

for many years, was a good shepherd until the Lord called him to His 

Immortal Kingdom. St. Matthew the Apostle wrote his Gospel in the 

Aramaic language. It was soon after translated into Greek and the Greek 

text has come down to us, while the Aramaic text has been lost. It is said 

of this evangelist that he never ate meat, but only vegetables and fruit. 

            Prologue of Ohrid – November 16th 

 

“On Sundays and feast days come to church, and falling down with 

reverence before God, be mindful of all the mercies you may ever have 

received from Him. Thank Him for them with all your heart, and as a 

sign of your thankfulness, promise to live as He has commanded you. 

This is a sacrifice most pleasing to God.”       St. Theophan the Recluse 

 
Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years! 

His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose (Young), 

Abbot Tryphon, Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris), Mitred-Archpriest 

Daniel (Kovalak), Fr Deacon John Wesner, Mat. Myra (Kovalak),  Pres. Eva 

(Koutroulelis), Catharine Mann, Paul Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn Chabal, 

Amelia Kuzmiak, Juliana Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, Michael Lazorchak, 

Brian Gunter, Elizabeth Larson, Joanna Bohlander, Patti Brown, John 

Dykes, Alexis Gross, Susannah Crews, Mary Fish, Xenia Crews, Erin Goree 

& those suffering from the wars in Ukraine, Russia, the Middle East & 

storms in Alaska & the Caribbean.  Our Catechumens: Melissa Czock, 

Jiselle Macari, Spencer Leoutsakos, Benjamin Zachariah (Military), Garette, 

Morgan, Charlotte & Nathaniel Fallon, Rick Lucas, Dean Johnson, & 

Jennifer Benick. 

 

Prayers for the Newly Departed: Memory Eternal 

Matushka Virginia Lecko +10/18, Larissa Chapin, All those who have lost 

their lives in the wars in Ukraine, Russia, the Middle East, and from the 

storms in Alaska & the Caribbean 


