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€levation of the Holy Gross Orthodox Ghurch
1725 Holy Cross Ln
Williamsport, Pennsylvania 17701-2749
www.holycrosswilliamsport.org

Very Rev. Fr. Seraphim Reynolds, Pastor/Rector
office: 570.322.3020
(c) 717.576.3503
email: archpriestserafim@gmail.com

Today’s Scripture Readings:
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 4:9-16; Ephesians 4:1-6
Gospel: St. John 1:35-51; St. Luke 13:10-17

A warm welcome to everyone this morning, especially to all our
guests and visitors! Everyone is invited to join us for some
fellowship after the Liturgy in the Parish Hall!

This Week at Holy Cross

* Church is open Tuesday & Thursday morning from 7 to 9:30am for
private prayer, quiet time and/or Confession. Please let Fr Seraphim
know if you would like to come for Confession.

* Compline/Bible Study — Wednesday December 3™ at 5:30pm

* Vesperal Liturgy (St Nicholas) — Friday December 5" at 5:30pm

+ Great Vespers — Saturday December 6™ at Spm - (choir practice at 4)

% Hours, Divine Liturgy — Sunday December 7™ at 9:40am - Fellowship
following in the Hall

#% Interested in helping with Fellowship Hour or the Reading of the
Hours on Sundays? Please see Mat. Mary or Fr. Seraphim {Jy

#% December Benevolence — Discretionary Fund

Our Giving — November 23", 2025

Tithes/Offerings - $2,555.25 / Online Giving - $1,111.00
Candle Offerings - $75.00 / Benevolence - $200.00

“The Lord loves a cheerful giver” . .. Thank you!




Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox
Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer [i.e.,
Prayers Before Communion], recent confession, and who were at least
present for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach to receive
the Holy Eucharist. We should all be at peace with everyone too. 1f you
have any questions about Communion, please see Fr. Seraphim. &

T Venerable Sebastian Dabovich

Venerable Sebastian (Dabovich) of Jackson, California was born on June
9, 1863 in San Francisco to Serbian emigrés. Jovan Dabovich studied at
the Kiev and St. Petersburg Theological Academies. In 1887, while
pursuing his studies at the St. Petersburg Theological Academy, he was
tonsured as a monk and then ordained as a Hierodeacon.

After completing his education, Father Sebastian returned to the United
States, where he began to serve at Saint Alexander Nevsky church in San
Francisco. On August 16, 1892, he was ordained as a Hieromonk by
Bishop Nicholas (Ziorov) of the Diocese of the Aleutians and Alaska,
who sent him to Minneapolis to replace Saint Alexis Toth as the priest of
Saint Mary's Church. Under Bishop Nicholas's omophorion he carried
out a program of educational, missionary, and pastoral work in
Washington, California, and Minneapolis. Then he worked in the
administration of the North American mission under Saint Tikhon
(Belavin), the future Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia, preaching in
English, Serbian, and Russian.

In 1894 he built a church for the Serbian community in Jackson,
California in honor of Saint Savva of Serbia, which was the first Serbian
parish in America. he was assigned to assist at Saint Michael's Cathedral
in Sitka, Alaska.

During his lifetime, the missionary priest crossed the Atlantic Ocean
fifteen times and the Pacific Ocean nine times, when he needed to visit
Serbia and Russia, and also his missionary journeys to Japan, where
Father Sebastian met Saint Nicholas (Kasatkin) of Japan.




In 1905 Igumen Sebastian was appointed to the post of Dean of Serbian
churches, and in that same year, by decree of the Synod, he became the
head of the Serbian mission. Archbishop Tikhon asked Father Sebastian
to head a Serbian Mission in the North American diocese. On August 15,
1905, Archbishop Tikhon elevated him to the rank of Archimandrite for
his zealous labors for the Church.

In 1910, Father Sebastian went to Serbia, serving as a chaplain in the
Serbian Army during the Second Balkan War (1912-1913), and also
during World War I (1914-1918). From 1936 until the end of his earthly
life, he lived in retirement at the Saint Savva of Serbia Monastery in
Ziéa. He reposed there on November 17/30, 1940, and Saint Nicholas
(Velimirovich) presided at his funeral. In 2007, Venerable Sebastian's
relics were reburied in the church of Saint Savva in Jackson, California,
which he had founded.

On May 29, 2015 by the decision of the Bishops' Council of the Serbian
Orthodox Church, Archimandrite Sebastian was glorified as a Saint.
His formal canonization took place on September 4, 2015, and Patriarch
Irinej of Serbia presided at the service in Saint Stephen's Cathedral,
Alhambra, California. (www.oca.org)

Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years!
His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose (Y oung),
Abbot Tryphon, Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris), Mitred-Archpriest
Daniel (Kovalak), Fr Deacon John Wesner, Mat. Myra (Kovalak), Pres. Eva
(Koutroulelis), Madison Race & the child to be born of her, Catharine Mann,
Paul Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn Chabal, Amelia Kuzmiak, Juliana
Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, Michael Lazorchak, Brian Gunter, Elizabeth
Larson, Joanna Bohlander, John Dykes, Alexis Gross, Susannah Crews,
Mary Fish, Xenia Crews, Erin Goree, Wendy Lucas & those suffering from
the wars in Ukraine, Russia, the Middle East & storms in Alaska & the
Caribbean. Qur Catechumens: Melissa Czock, Jiselle Macari, Spencer
Leoutsakos, Benjamin Zachariah (Military), Garette, Morgan, Charlotte &
Nathaniel Fallon, Rick Lucas, Dean Johnson, Jennifer Benick, Joseph Fazio

Prayers For the Newly Departed: Memory €ternal
Larissa Chapin, All those who have lost their lives in the wars in Ukraine,

Russia, the Middle East, and from the storms in Alaska & the Caribbean




