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Very Rev. Fr. Seraphim Reynolds, Pastor/Rector
office: 570.322.3020
(c) 717.576.3503
email: archpriestserafim@gmail.com

Today’s Scripture Readings:
Epistle: 2 Corinthians 11:31-12:9
Gospel: St. Luke 8:5-15

A warm welcome to everyone this morning, especially to all our
guests and visitors! Everyone is invited to join us for some
fellowship after the Liturgy in the Parish Hall!

This Week at Holy Cross

+ Church is open Tuesday & Thursday morning from 7 to 9:30 for
private prayer, quiet time and/or Confession. Please let Fr Seraphim
know if you would like to come for Confession.

* Compline/Bible Study — Wednesday October 22™ at 5:30pm

* Great Vespers — Saturday October 25" at Spm - Fall Pig Roast
following!!! (No choir practice)

* Hours, Divine Liturgy — Sunday October 26™ at 9:40am

+ 2" Official Announcement — Annual Parish Meeting, Sunday
October 26" . .. next Sunday! &

#% October Benevolence — Diocesan Seminarian Support

#* THANK YOU: for remembering us & for your gifts during Clergy
Appreciation Month! We are very grateful!! Love Fr Seraphim &
Mat. Mary.

Our Giving — October 12", 2025

Tithes/Offerings - $1,982.00 / Online Giving - $261.00
Candle Offerings - $43.00 / Benevolence - $250.00
Memorial - $100.00 (Louis Golamis)

“The Lord loves a cheerful giver” . .. Thank you!




Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox
Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer [i.e.,
Prayers Before Communion], recent confession, and who were at least
present for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach to receive
the Holy Eucharist. We should all be at peace with everyone too. 1f you
have any questions about Communion, please see Fr. Seraphim. &

T Why Tithing is Good for an Orthodox Parish by Fr. Andrew
Stephen Damick (cont’d)

Tithing is absolutely Orthodox.

Some people say that tithing is not Orthodox. This is nonsense. Giving is
Orthodox. Asceticism is Orthodox. Generosity is Orthodox. Ministry is
Orthodox. Discipline is Orthodox.

The purpose in tithing is not because it is an “absolute requirement” in order
to be saved. It’s not. But how can we be saved if we do not nurture a truly
generous heart? And how can we nurture that generous heart without
becoming disciplined about giving all that we have? The Orthodox Church
understands how to become disciplined. We understand asceticism. This is
one of the best ways to do it.

Tithing was a minimum set up in the Old Covenant (and there were multiple
tithes, equaling about 23%). 100% is the standard in the New Covenant
(Acts 4), and when the Fathers talk about tithing, they say that because the
New is superior to the Old, we give more than the Old Covenant people did.

So perhaps it’s true that “tithing is not Orthodox.” But that’s not because we
give less than 10%, but because we give more than 10%.

God is merciful, of course, and if we’re not ready to meet that standard, we
can work toward it. But are we working toward it? If not, let’s get on it.

Tithing becomes ministry.

There are things that a parish would love to do but just can’t because they
don’t have the money for it. Perhaps they could improve or repair the
building or build a new one. They could start that iconography project. They
could get an assistant priest. They could hire a youth director. They could
give to charities. They could fund continuing education for the priest, the
choir director, or other parish workers. They could bring in special speakers.




They could sponsor kids to summer camp. They could sponsor people to go
on pilgrimages. They could do a lot more outreach. They could feed the
hungry and clothe the naked.

The possibilities really are almost endless. The point is that God takes what
we give, blesses it, and then returns it to us for our sanctification. When we
give our money, God turns it into ministry.

And sometimes ministry is just the most basic things, like keeping the priest
from having an outside secular job, keeping health insurance in place for
him and his family, paying the parish’s utility bills, buying supplies, etc.

When we tithe, that’s what God does with our money. It doesn’t go to lining
anyone’s pockets. Most clergy—not just Orthodox, but all clergy—are
actually rather underpaid for their level of education, experience and the
labor they put in. And almost none of them ever get a raise for preaching
about tithing. And a lot of them are tithing themselves. In many parishes, the
priest is one of the top givers, and he usually does it on a salary far below
the parish average.

blogs.ancientfaith.com/asd/2015/10/27/6-reasons-why-tithing-is-good-for-an-
orthodox-parish/

Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years!
His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose (Young),
Abbot Tryphon, Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris), Mitred-Archpriest
Daniel & Mat. Myra (Kovalak), Pres. Eva (Koutroulelis), Catharine Mann,
Paul Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn Chabal, Amelia Kuzmiak, Juliana
Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, Michael Lazorchak, Elizabeth & Paula Davis,
Larissa Chapin, Brian Gunter, Elizabeth Larson, Joanna Bohlander, Patti
Brown, John Dykes, Alexis Gross, Susannah Crews, Ken Trani, Mary Fish,
Xenia Crews & those suffering from the wars in Ukraine, Russia, the Middle
East & the flood disaster in Alaska. Qur Catechumens: Melissa Czock,
Jiselle Macari, Spencer Leoutsakos, Benjamin Zachariah (Military), Garette,
Morgan, Charlotte & Nathaniel Fallon, Rick Lucas, Dean Johnson, &
Jennifer Benick.

Prayers For the Newly Departed: Memory €ternal
Archpriest Michael Zaparyniuk Jr. +9/22, Priest Theodore Gregory +9/29 &

All those who have lost their lives in the wars in Ukraine, Russia, the Middle
East, and from the flooding in Alaska.




