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€levation of the Holy Gross Orthodox Ghurch
1725 Holy Cross Ln
Williamsport, Pennsylvania 17701-2749
www.holycrosswilliamsport.org

Very Rev. Fr. Seraphim Reynolds, Pastor/Rector
office: 570.322.3020
(c) 717.576.3503
email: archpriestserafim@gmail.com

Today’s Scripture Readings:
Epistle: 2 Timothy 2:1-10; Galatians 1:11-19
Gospel: St. John 15:17-16:2; St. Luke 16:19-31

A warm welcome to everyone this morning, especially to all our
guests and visitors! Everyone is invited to join us for some
fellowship after the Liturgy in the Parish Hall!

This Week at Holy Cross

+ 3" Official Announcement — Annual Parish Meeting, Sunday

October 26 . .. Today

* Church is open Tuesday & Thursday morning from 7 to 9:30 for
private prayer, quiet time and/or Confession. Please let Fr Seraphim
know if you would like to come for Confession.

* Compline/Bible Study — Wednesday October 29™ at 5:30pm

* Great Vespers — Saturday November 1% at 5pm - (choir practice at 4)
+ Hours, Divine Liturgy — Sunday November 2™ at 9:40am

#% November Benevolence — Discretionary Fund

#¥ THANK YOU to all who helped with the Pig Roast! We had a great

an

time of food and fellowship with our families & guests! &

OQur Giving — October 19™, 2025

Tithes/Offerings - $441.00 / Online Giving - $311.00
Candle Offerings - $61.00 / Memorial - $10.00

“The Lord loves a cheerful giver” . . . Thank you!




Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox
Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer [i.e.,
Prayers Before Communion], recent confession, and who were at least
present for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach to receive
the Holy Eucharist. We should all be at peace with everyone too. 1f you
have any questions about Communion, please see Fr. Seraphim. &

T The Holy Great-martyr Demetrius

“This glorious and wonderworking saint was born in Thessalonica of noble
and devout parents. Implored of God by childless parents, Demetrius was
their only son, and so was raised and educated with great care. Demetrius's
father was a commander in Thessalonica. When his father died, Emperor
Maximian appointed Demetrius as commander in his place. As he appointed
him, Maximian, an opponent of Christ, particularly recommended that he
persecute and exterminate the Christians in Thessalonica. Demetrius not
only disobeyed the emperor but openly confessed and preached the Lord
Jesus Christ in the city of Thessalonica.”

“When the emperor heard of this he became furious with Demetrius. Then,
when he was returning from battle against the Sarmatians, Maximian
stopped at Thessalonica to investigate the matter. The emperor summoned
Demetrius and questioned him about his faith. Demetrius openly
acknowledged his Christian Faith to the emperor and also denounced the
emperor's idolatry. Maximian cast Demetrius into prison. Knowing what
was awaiting him, Demetrius gave all his goods to his faithful servant Lupus
to distribute to the poor, and joyfully awaited his imminent suffering for
Christ the Lord. An angel of God appeared to him in prison, saying: "Peace
be to you, O sufferer of Christ; be brave and be strong!" After several days,
the emperor sent soldiers to the prison to kill Demetrius. The soldiers found
the saint of God at prayer and ran him through with lances. Christians
secretly took his body and honorably buried it. Healing myrrh flowed from
the body of the martyr of Christ, curing many of the sick. Soon, a small
church was built over his relics.

An Illyrian nobleman, Leontius, was afflicted with an incurable illness. He
hastened, with prayer, to the relics of St. Demetrius and was completely
healed. In thanksgiving, Leontius erected a much larger church on the site of
the old church. The saint appeared to him on two occasions. When Emperor
Justinian wanted to translate the relics of the saint from Thessalonica to




Constantinople, flaming sparks sprang from the tomb and a voice was heard:
"Stop, and do not touch!" And thus, the relics of St. Demetrius have
remained for all time in Thessalonica. As the protector of Thessalonica, St.
Demetrius has appeared many times, and on many occasions has saved
Thessalonica from great calamity. His miracles are without number.”

The Commemoration of the Great Earthquake of Constantinople

In the year 740 A.D., during the reign of Emperor Leo the Isaurian, there
was a terrifying and prolonged earthquake in Constantinople. The people
considered this a punishment from God for their sins, and prayed with great
repentance to the Most-holy Theotokos and St. Demetrius, until God showed
mercy and the earthquake ceased. Prologue of Ohrid - October-26

My heart is ready, O God, my heart is ready (Psalm 57:7)

“Brethren, blessed is he who is able to speak like this to his Lord! Blessed is
he whose heart is completely ready to follow the will of God. The readiness
of the heart of man lies in this: to joyfully follow the will of God and not be
confused by one's own thoughts and desires.” St Nikolai Velimirovich

Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years!
His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose (Young),
Abbot Tryphon, Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris), Mitred-Archpriest
Daniel & Mat. Myra (Kovalak), Pres. Eva (Koutroulelis), Catharine Mann,
Paul Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn Chabal, Amelia Kuzmiak, Juliana
Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, Michael Lazorchak, Elizabeth & Paula Davis,
Larissa Chapin, Brian Gunter, Elizabeth Larson, Joanna Bohlander, Patti
Brown, John Dykes, Alexis Gross, Susannah Crews, Mary Fish, Xenia
Crews & those suffering from the wars in Ukraine, Russia, the Middle East
& the flood disaster in Alaska. Qur Catechumens: Melissa Czock, Jiselle
Macari, Spencer Leoutsakos, Benjamin Zachariah (Military), Garette,
Morgan, Charlotte & Nathaniel Fallon, Rick Lucas, Dean Johnson, &
Jennifer Benick.

Prayers For the Newly Departed: Memory €ternal
Archpriest Michael Zaparyniuk Jr. +9/22, Priest Theodore Gregory +9/29,

Matushka Virginia Lecko +10/18 & All those who have lost their lives in the
wars in Ukraine, Russia, the Middle East, and from the flooding in Alaska.




