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Today’s Scripture Readings:
Epistle: 2 Corinthians 4:6-15; Ephesians 4:7-13
Gospel: St. Matthew 11:27-30; Matthew 4:12-17

A warm welcome to everyone this morning, especially to all our
guests and visitors! Everyone is invited to join us for some
fellowship after the Liturgy in the Parish Hall!

This Week at Holy Cross

* Church is open Tuesday & Thursday morning from 7 to 9:30am for
private prayer, quiet time and/or Confession. Please let Fr Seraphim know if
you would like to come for Confession.

+ Compline / Bible Study — Wednesday January 14" at 5:30pm
#% Community Luncheon — Saturday January 17" * 10 ‘til 11:30am
+ Great Vespers — Saturday January 17" at Spm

+ Hours, Divine Liturgy — Sunday January 18" at 9:40am — Fellowship
following in the Hall

++ Theophany House Blessings are happening! Please see Fr Seraphim
to set up a day and time to have your home blessed!

#% January Benevolence to be announced

Our Giving — January 4", 2026

Tithes/Offerings - $2,503.00 / Online Giving - $369.32
Candle Offerings - $43.00 / Christmas Offerings - $250.00

Thank you all for your generosity to Our Parish!




Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox
Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer [i.e.,
Prayers Before Communion], recent confession, and who were at least present
for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach to receive the Holy
Eucharist. We should all be at peace with everyone too. If you have any

questions about Communion, please see Fr. Seraphim. &

'i‘ Saint Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa

Saint Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, was a younger brother of Saint Basil the
Great (January 1). His birth and upbringing came at a time when the Arian
disputes were at their height. Having received an excellent education, he was
at one time a teacher of rhetoric. In the year 372, he was consecrated by
Saint Basil the Great as bishop of the city of Nyssa in Cappadocia.

Saint Gregory was an ardent advocate for Orthodoxy, and he fought against
the Arian heresy with his brother Saint Basil. Gregory was persecuted by the
Arians, by whom he was falsely accused of improper use of church property,
and thereby deprived of his See and sent to Ancyra.

In the following year Saint Gregory was again deposed in absentia by a
council of Arian bishops, but he continued to encourage his flock in
Orthodoxy, wandering about from place to place. After the death of the
emperor Valens (378), Saint Gregory was restored to his cathedra and was
joyously received by his flock. His brother Saint Basil the Great died in 379.

Only with difficulty did Saint Gregory survive the loss of his brother and
guide. He delivered a funeral oration for him and completed Saint Basil’s
study of the six days of Creation, the Hexaemeron. That same year Saint
Gregory participated in the Council of Antioch against heretics who refused
to recognize the perpetual virginity of the Mother of God. Others at the
opposite extreme, who worshipped the Mother of God as being God Herself,
were also denounced by the Council. He visited the churches of Arabia and
Palestine, which were infected with the Arian heresy, to assert the Orthodox
teaching about the Most Holy Theotokos. On his return journey Saint
Gregory visited Jerusalem and the Holy Places.

In the year 381 Saint Gregory was one of the chief figures of the Second
Ecumenical Council, convened at Constantinople against the heresy of
Macedonius, who incorrectly taught about the Holy Spirit. At this Council,
on the initiative of Saint Gregory, the Nicean Symbol of Faith (the Creed)
was completed. Together with the other bishops Saint Gregory affirmed
Saint Gregory the Theologian as Archpastor of Constantinople.




In the year 383, Saint Gregory of Nyssa participated in a Council at
Constantinople, where he preached a sermon on the divinity of the Son and
the Holy Spirit. In 386, he was again at Constantinople, and he was asked to
speak the funeral oration in memory of the empress Placilla. Again in 394
Saint Gregory was present in Constantinople at a local Council, convened to
resolve church matters in Arabia.

Saint Gregory of Nyssa was a fiery defender of Orthodox dogmas and a
zealous teacher of his flock, a kind and compassionate father to his spiritual
children, and their intercessor before the courts. He was distinguished by his
magnanimity, patience and love of peace.

Having reached old age, Saint Gregory of Nyssa died soon after the Council
of Constantinople. Together with his great contemporaries, Saints Basil the
Great and Gregory the Theologian, Saint Gregory of Nyssa had a significant
influence on the Church life of his time. His sister, Saint Macrina, wrote to
him: “You are renowned both in the cities, and gatherings of people, and
throughout entire districts. Churches ask you for help.” Saint Gregory is
known in history as one of the most profound Christian thinkers of the fourth
century. Endowed with philosophical talent, he saw philosophy as a means
for a deeper penetration into the authentic meaning of divine revelation.
Saint Gregory left behind many remarkable works of dogmatic character, as
well as sermons and discourses. He has been called “the Father of Fathers.”
(oca.org)

Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years!

His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose (Young),
Abbot Tryphon, Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris), Mitred-Archpriest Daniel
(Kovalak), Archpriest George, Fr Dcn John Wesner, Mat. Myra (Kovalak),
Pres. Eva (Koutroulelis), Madison Race & the child to be born of her, Catharine
Mann, Paul Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn Chabal, Amelia Kuzmiak, Juliana
Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, Michael Lazorchak, Brian Gunter, Elizabeth Larson,
Joanna Bohlander, John Dykes, Alexis Gross, Mary Fish, Erin Goree, Wendy
Lucas, John Sam, Innocent Sam, Helena Georges, Chris Gehret, Bridget
Youmans, & those suffering from the wars in Ukraine, Russia, & the Middle
East. Our Catechumens: Melissa Czock, Jiselle Macari, Spencer Leoutsakos,
Benjamin Zachariah (Military), Garette, Morgan, Charlotte & Nathaniel Fallon,
Rick Lucas, Dean Johnson, Jennifer Benick, Joseph Fazio, Dallas Compton,
Jonathan, Madison, Felicity & Edmund Race

Prayers For the Newly Departed: Memory €ternal

Archpriest Paul Pyrch +12/2, Archpriest Andrew Moulton +1/9, All those who
have lost their lives in the wars in Ukraine, Russia, & the Middle East




