Orthodoy Ghurch in America + Diocese of €astern Pennsylvania

Elevation of The Holy Gross
Orthodox Ghurch
Williamsport, PA.

St. Athanasius the Great

St. Gyril of Alexandria
32" Sunday AfFter Pentecost
January 18, 2026




€levation of the Holy Gross Orthodox Ghurch
1725 Holy Cross Ln
Williamsport, Pennsylvania 17701-2749
www.holycrosswilliamsport.org

Very Rev. Fr. Seraphim Reynolds, Pastor/Rector
office: 570.322.3020
(c) 717.576.3503
email: archpriestserafim@gmail.com

Today’s Scripture Readings:
Epistle: 1 Timothy 1:15-17
Gospel: St. Luke 18:35-43

A warm welcome to everyone this morning, especially to all our
guests and visitors! Everyone is invited to join us for some
fellowship after the Liturgy in the Parish Hall!

This Week at Holy Cross

* Church is open Tuesday & Thursday morning from 7 to 9:30am for
private prayer, quiet time and/or Confession. Please let Fr Seraphim know if
you would like to come for Confession.

+ Compline / Bible Study — Wednesday January 215 at 5:30pm
+ Great Vespers — Saturday January 24" at 5pm

+ Hours, Divine Liturgy — Sunday January 25" at 9:40am — Fellowship
following in the Hall

++ Theophany House Blessings are happening! Please see Fr Seraphim

to set up a day and time to have your home blessed! &

#% January / February Benevolence — St. Olgas Closet, to help seminarian
families at St. Tikhon’s. www.stolgascloset.org

Our Giving — January 11", 2026

Tithes/Offerings - $2,611.25 / Online Giving - $271.00
Candle Offerings - $258.00 / Christmas Offerings - $40.00
Benevolence - $250.00

Thank you all for your generosity to Our Parish!




Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox
Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer [i.e.,
Prayers Before Communion], recent confession, and who were at least present
for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach to receive the Holy
Eucharist. We should all be at peace with everyone too. If you have any

questions about Communion, please see Fr. Seraphim. &

'l‘ Saint Anthony the Great — January 17

Saint Anthony the Great is known as the Father of monasticism, and the long
ascetical sermon in The Life of Saint Anthony by Saint Athanasius (Sections
16-34), could be called the first monastic Rule.

He was born in Egypt in the village of Coma, near the desert of the Thebaid,
in the year 251. His parents were pious Christians of illustrious lineage.
Anthony was a serious child and was respectful and obedient to his parents.
He loved to attend church services, and he listened to the Holy Scripture so
attentively, that he remembered what he heard all his life.

When Saint Anthony was about twenty years old, he lost his parents, but he
was responsible for the care of his younger sister. Going to church about six
months later, the youth reflected on how the faithful, in the Acts of the
Apostles (4:35), sold their possessions and gave the proceeds to the Apostles
for the needy.

Then he entered the church and heard the Gospel passage where Christ
speaks to the rich young man: “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you
possess and give it to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and
come follow Me” (Mt.19:21). Anthony felt that these words applied to him.
Therefore, he sold the property that he received after the death of his parents,
then distributed the money to the poor, and left his sister in the care of pious
virgins in a convent.

Leaving his parental home, Saint Anthony began his ascetical life in a hut
not far from his village. By working with his hands, he was able to earn his
livelihood and also alms for the poor. Sometimes, the holy youth also visited
other ascetics living in the area, and from each he sought direction and
benefit. He turned to one particular ascetic for guidance in the spiritual life.
In this period of his life Saint Anthony endured terrible temptations from the
devil. The Enemy of the race of man troubled the young ascetic with
thoughts of his former life, doubts about his chosen path, concern for his
sister, and he tempted Anthony with lewd thoughts and carnal feelings. But




the saint extinguished that fire by meditating on Christ and by thinking of
eternal punishment, thereby overcoming the devil.

Saint Anthony’s staunchness was greater than the wiles of the Enemy.
Taking the form of ferocious beasts, the devils tried to force the saint to
leave that place, but he defeated them by trusting in the Lord. Looking up,
the saint saw the roof opening, as it were, and a ray of light coming down
toward him. The demons disappeared and he cried out, “Where have You
been, O Merciful Jesus? Why didn’t You appear from the very beginning to
end my pain?” The Lord replied, “I was here, Anthony, but wanted to see
your struggle. Now, since you have not yielded, I shall always help you and
make your name known throughout all the world.” After this vision Saint
Anthony was healed of his wounds and felt stronger than before. He was
then thirty-five years of age.

People from all walks of life loved the saint and sought his advice. Pagan
philosophers once came to Abba Anthony intending to mock him for his
lack of education, but by his words he reduced them to silence. Emperor
Constantine the Great (May 21) and his sons wrote to Saint Anthony and
asked him for a reply. He praised the emperor for his belief in Christ, and
advised him to remember the future judgment, and to know that Christ is the
true King. (oca.org)

Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years!

His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose (Young),
Abbot Tryphon, Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris), Mitred-Archpriest Daniel
(Kovalak), Archpriest George, Fr Dcn John Wesner, Mat. Myra (Kovalak),
Pres. Eva (Koutroulelis), Madison Race & the child to be born of her, Catharine
Mann, Paul Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn Chabal, Amelia Kuzmiak, Juliana
Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, Michael Lazorchak, Brian Gunter, Elizabeth Larson,
Joanna Bohlander, John Dykes, Alexis Gross, Mary Fish, Erin Goree, Wendy
Lucas, John Sam, Innocent Sam, Helena Georges, Chris Gehret, Bridget
Youmans, & those suffering from the wars and unrest in Ukraine, Russia, & the
Middle East. Qur Catechumens: Melissa Czock, Jiselle Macari, Spencer
Leoutsakos, Benjamin Zachariah (Military), Garette, Morgan, Charlotte &
Nathaniel Fallon, Rick Lucas, Dean Johnson, Jennifer Benick, Joseph Fazio,
Dallas Compton, Jonathan, Madison, Felicity & Edmund Race

Prayers For the Newly Departed: Memory €ternal

Archpriest Andrew Moulton +1/9, Archpriest Stephen Plumlee +1/14,
Mat. Julia Romanchak +1/11 and All those who have lost their lives in the wars
& unrest in Ukraine, Russia, & the Middle East




