Orthodoy Ghurch in America + Diocese of €astern Pennsylvania

Elevation of The Holy Gross
Orthodox Ghurch
Williamsport, PA.
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Sunday Before the Theophany
30™ Sunday After Pentecost
January 4, 2026




€levation of the Holy Gross Orthodox Ghurch
1725 Holy Cross Ln
Williamsport, Pennsylvania 17701-2749
www.holycrosswilliamsport.org

Very Rev. Fr. Seraphim Reynolds, Pastor/Rector
office: 570.322.3020
(c) 717.576.3503
email: archpriestserafim@gmail.com

Today’s Scripture Readings:
Epistle: 2 Timothy 4:5-8
Gospel: St. Mark 1:1-8

A warm welcome to everyone this morning, especially to all our
guests and visitors! Everyone is invited to join us for some
fellowship after the Liturgy in the Parish Hall!

This Week at Holy Cross

*+ Church is open Thursday morning from 7 to 9:30am for private prayer,
quiet time and/or Confession. Please let Fr Seraphim know if you would
like to come for Confession.

*+ Theophany of Our Lord God & Saviour Jesus Christ +
Great Compline w/Blessing of the Water — Monday Jan 5% * 5:30pm
Hours & Divine Liturgy — Tuesday Jan 6 * 9am

+ Compline / Bible Study — Wednesday January 7" at 5:30pm
+ Great Vespers — Saturday January 10" at 5pm

+ Hours, Divine Liturgy — Sunday January 11" at 9:40am — Fellowship
following in the Hall

#% January Benevolence to be announced
Our Giving — December 28", 2025

Tithes/Offerings - $472.25 / Online Giving - $331.00
Candle Offerings - $131.00 / Christmas Offerings - $586.00

Thank you all for your generosity!




Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox
Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer [i.e.,
Prayers Before Communion], recent confession, and who were at least
present for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach to receive
the Holy Eucharist. We should all be at peace with everyone too. 1f you

have any questions about Communion, please see Fr. Seraphim. &

T Feast of the Theophany of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
January 6"

Theophany is the Feast which reveals the Most Holy Trinity to the world
through the Baptism of the Lord (Mt.3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22).
God the Father spoke from Heaven about the Son, the Son was baptized by
Saint John the Forerunner, and the Holy Spirit descended upon the Son in
the form of a dove. From ancient times this Feast was called the Day of
[llumination and the Feast of Lights, since God is Light and has appeared to
illumine “those who sat in darkness,” and “in the region of the shadow of
death” (Mt.4:16), and to save the fallen race of mankind by grace.

In the ancient Church it was the custom to baptize catechumens at the
Vespers of Theophany, so that Baptism also is revealed as the spiritual
illumination of mankind.

The origin of the Feast of Theophany goes back to Apostolic times, and it is
mentioned in The Apostolic Constitutions (Book V:13). From the second
century we have the testimony of Saint Clement of Alexandria concerning
the celebration of the Baptism of the Lord, and the night vigil before this
Feast.

There is a third century dialogue about the services for Theophany between
the holy martyr Hippolytus and Saint Gregory the Wonderworker. In the
following centuries, from the fourth to ninth century, all the great Fathers of
the Church: Gregory the Theologian, John Chrysostom, Ambrose of Milan,
John of Damascus, commented on the Feast of Theophany.

The monks Joseph the Studite, Theophanes and Byzantios composed much
liturgical music for this Feast, which is sung at Orthodox services even
today. Saint John of Damascus said that the Lord was baptized, not because
He Himself had need for cleansing, but “to bury human sin by water,” to




fulfill the Law, to reveal the mystery of the Holy Trinity, and finally, to
sanctify “the nature of water” and to offer us the form and example of
Baptism.

On the Feast of the Baptism of Christ, the Holy Church proclaims our faith
in the most sublime mystery, incomprehensible to human intellect, of one
God in three Persons. It teaches us to confess and glorify the Holy Trinity,
one in Essence and Undivided. It exposes and overthrows the errors of
ancient teachings which attempted to explain the Creator of the world by
reason, and in human terms.

The Church shows the necessity of Baptism for believers in Christ, and it
inspires us with a sense of deep gratitude for the illumination and
purification of our sinful nature. The Church teaches that our salvation and
cleansing from sin is possible only by the power of the grace of the Holy
Spirit, therefore it is necessary to preserve worthily these gifts of the grace
of holy Baptism, keeping clean this priceless garb, for “As many as have
been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ” (Gal 3:27).

(oca.org)

Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years!

His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose (Young),
Abbot Tryphon, Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris), Mitred-Archpriest
Daniel (Kovalak), Archpriest George, Fr Dcn John Wesner, Mat. Myra
(Kovalak), Pres. Eva (Koutroulelis), Madison Race & the child to be born
of her, Catharine Mann, Paul Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn Chabal, Amelia
Kuzmiak, Juliana Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, Michael Lazorchak, Brian
Gunter, Elizabeth Larson, Joanna Bohlander, John Dykes, Alexis Gross,
Mary Fish, Erin Goree, Wendy Lucas, John Sam, Innocent Sam, Helena
Georges, Chris Gehret, Bridget Youmans, & those suffering from the wars
in Ukraine, Russia, & the Middle East. Qur Catechumens: Melissa Czock,
Jiselle Macari, Spencer Leoutsakos, Benjamin Zachariah (Military), Garette,
Morgan, Charlotte & Nathaniel Fallon, Rick Lucas, Dean Johnson, Jennifer
Benick, Joseph Fazio, Dallas Compton, Jonathan, Madison, Felicity &
Edmund Race

Prayers For the Newly Departed: Memory €ternal

Archpriest Paul Pyrch +12/2, All those who have lost their lives in the wars
in Ukraine, Russia, & the Middle East




