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Today’s Scripture Readings: 

Epistle: Acts 11:19-26, 29-30 

Gospel: St. John 4:5-42 
 

CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN! 

Happy Mother’s Day!! 
 

A festive welcome to everyone this morning!  Please join us for 

some fellowship after Liturgy in the Parish Hall! 
 

This Week at Holy Cross 

+ Church open for prayer/Confession Tuesday * 7-9:30am. Please let 
Fr Seraphim know if you are coming for Confession. 

+ Compline / Bible Study – Wednesday May 13th * 5:30pm 

** Free Community Luncheon – Saturday May 16th * 10-11:30am 

+ Great Vespers – Saturday May 16th * 5pm 

+ Hours & Divine Liturgy – Sunday May 17th * 9:40 – Mother’s Day 

Fellowship following in the Hall. 

+ May Benevolence – St Tikhon’s Summer Camp 

** THANK YOU from Mat. Mary for your prayers during her illness. 

 

Our Giving – May 3rd, 2026 

Tithes/Offerings - $773.00 / Online Giving - $331.00 

Candle Offerings – $46.00 / Benevolence - $250.00 

Thank you all for your generosity! 



Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox 

Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer 

[i.e., Prayers Before Communion], recent confession, and who were at 

least present for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach 

to receive the Holy Eucharist.  We should all be at peace with everyone 

too.  If you have any questions about Communion, please see Fr. 

Seraphim.        

† Sunday of the Samaritan Woman 

The fifth Sunday of Holy Pascha is observed by the Orthodox Church as the 

Sunday of the Samaritan Woman. The day commemorates the encounter of 

Christ with the Samaritan woman at Jacob's well. The biblical story of this 

event and the dialog between Christ and the woman is found in the Gospel 

of Saint John 4:5-42. 

One of the most ancient cities of the Promised Land was Shechem, also 

called Sikima, located at the foot of Mount Gerazim. There the Israelites had 

heard the blessings in the days of Moses and Jesus of Navi. Near to this 

town, Jacob, who had come from Mesopotamia in the nineteenth century 

before Christ, bought a piece of land where there was a well. This well, 

preserved even until the time of Christ, was known as Jacob's Well. Later, 

before he died in Egypt, he left that piece of land as a special inheritance to 

his son Joseph (Gen. 49:22). This town, before it was taken into possession 

by Samaria, was also the leading city of the kingdom of the ten tribes. In the 

time of the Romans it was called Neapolis, and at present Nablus. It was the 

first city in Canaan visited by the Patriarch Abraham. Here also, Jesus of 

Navi (Joshua) addressed the tribes of Israel for the last time. Almost three 

hundred years later, all Israel assembled there to make Roboam (Rehoboam) 

king. 

When our Lord Jesus Christ, then, came at midday to this city, which is also 

called Sychar (John 4:5), He was wearied from the journey and the heat. He 

sat down at this well. After a little while the Samaritan woman mentioned in 

today's Gospel passage came to draw water. As she conversed at some 

length with the Lord and heard from Him secret things concerning herself, 

she believed in Him; through her many other Samaritans also believed. 

Concerning the Samaritans we know the following: In the year 721 before 

Christ, Salmanasar (Shalmaneser), King of the Assyrians, took the ten tribes 

of the kingdom of Israel into captivity, and relocated all these people to 

Babylon and the land of the Medes. From there he gathered various nations 



and sent them to Samaria. These nations had been idolaters from before. 

Although they were later instructed in the Jewish faith and believed in the 

one God, they worshipped the idols also. Furthermore, they accepted only 

the Pentateuch of Moses, and rejected the other books of Holy Scripture. 

Nonetheless, they thought themselves to be descendants of Abraham and 

Jacob. Therefore, the pious Jews named these Judaizing and idolatrous 

peoples Samaritans, since they lived in Samaria, the former leading city of 

the Israelites, as well as in the other towns thereabout. The Jews rejected 

them as heathen and foreigners, and had no communion with them at all, as 

the Samaritan woman observed, "the Jews have no dealings with the 

Samaritans" (John 4:9). Therefore, the name Samaritan is used derisively 

many times in the Gospel narrations. 

After the Ascension of the Lord, and the descent of the Holy Spirit at 

Pentecost, the woman of Samaria was baptized by the holy Apostles and 

became a great preacher and Martyr of Christ; she was called Photine, and 

her feast is kept on February 26.     (www.goarch.org) 

 
 
 
Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years! 

His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose (Young), 

Abbot Tryphon, Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris), Mitred-Archpriest 

Daniel (Kovalak), Fr Dcn John Wesner, Mat. Myra (Kovalak), Pres. Eva 

(Koutroulelis), Mat. Mary Reynolds, Paul & Judy Beard, Harry Hiras, 

Evelyn Chabal, Amelia Kuzmiak, Juliana Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, 

Michael Lazorchak, Brian Gunter, Joanna Bohlander, John Dykes, Mary 

Fish, John Sam, Innocent Sam, Chris Gehret, Bridget Youmans, Stephanie 

Raptis, & those suffering from the wars and unrest in Ukraine, Russia, & the 

Middle East.  Our Catechumens: Melissa Czock, Jiselle Macari, Spencer 

Leoutsakos, Benjamin Zachariah (Military), Garette, Morgan, Charlotte & 

Nathaniel Fallon, Rick Lucas, Dean Johnson, Jennifer Benick, Joseph Fazio, 

Dallas Compton, Jonathan, Madison (& child to be born), Felicity & 

Edmund Race, Mason Hall, Andrew Gehret 

 

Prayers for the Newly Departed: Memory Eternal 

Archpriest Joseph J. Gallick +4/4, Catherine Mann +4/1, Stephanie Hojnicki 

+4/15, and All those who have lost their lives in the wars & unrest in 

Ukraine, Russia, the Middle East and around the world. 


