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Today’s Scripture Readings: 

Epistle: Acts 20:16-18, 28-36 

Gospel: St. John 17:1-13 
 

JOYOUS FEAST! 
A festive welcome to everyone this morning!  Please join us for 

some fellowship after Liturgy in the Parish Hall! 
 

This Week at Holy Cross 

** A Blessed & Safe Memorial Day to All!!  May the memories of those 

who gave their lives in service to our Country be eternal.   

+ Church open for prayer/Confession Tuesday * 7-9:30am. Please let Fr 
Seraphim know if you are coming for Confession. 

+ Compline / Bible Study – Wednesday May 27th * 5:30pm 

+ Holy Pentecost + 

Great Vespers – Saturday May 30th * 5pm 

Hours & Divine Liturgy, Kneeling Vespers – Sunday May 31st * 9:40 – 

Fellowship following in the Hall. 

+ May Benevolence – St Tikhon’s Summer Camp 

** THANK YOU to everyone from Mat. Mary for your prayers, 

cards & visits while in the hospital. 

May 16 & 17, 2026 

Attendance: Vespers – 23 / Divine Liturgy - 60 

Tithes/Offerings - $950.00 / Online Giving - $241.00 

Candle Offerings – $58.00 / Benevolence - $100.00 



Thank you all for your giving! 

 

Regarding Holy Communion: Only those faithful who are Orthodox 

Christians and have properly prepared themselves by fasting, prayer 

[i.e., Prayers Before Communion], recent confession, and who were at 

least present for the reading of the Epistle and Gospel should approach 

to receive the Holy Eucharist.  We should all be at peace with everyone 

too.  If you have any questions about Communion, please see Fr. 

Seraphim.        

† Sunday of the Fathers of the 1st Ecumenical Council 

On the seventh Sunday of Pascha, we commemorate the 

holy God-bearing Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council. 

 

The Commemoration of the First Ecumenical Council has 

been celebrated by the Church of Christ from ancient times. The 

Lord Jesus Christ left the Church a great promise, “I will build My 

Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Mt. 

16:18). Although the Church of Christ on earth will pass through 

difficult struggles with the Enemy of salvation, it will emerge 

victorious. The holy martyrs bore witness to the truth of the 

Savior’s words, enduring suffering and death for confessing Christ, 

but the persecutor’s sword is shattered by the Cross of Christ. 

 

Persecution of Christians ceased during the fourth century, 

but heresies arose within the Church itself. One of the most 

pernicious of these heresies was Arianism. Arius, a priest of 

Alexandria, was a man of immense pride and ambition. In denying 

the divine nature of Jesus Christ and His equality with God the 

Father, Arius falsely taught that the Savior is not consubstantial 

with the Father but is only a created being.  

 

The Fathers of the Council declined to accept a Symbol of 

Faith (Creed) proposed by the Arians. Instead, they affirmed the 



Orthodox Symbol of Faith. Saint Constantine asked the Council to 

insert into the text of the Symbol of Faith the word 

“consubstantial,” which he had heard in the speeches of the 

bishops. The Fathers of the Council unanimously accepted this 

suggestion. 

 

In the Nicene Creed, the holy Fathers set forth and confirmed the 

Apostolic teachings about Christ’s divine nature. The heresy of 

Arius was exposed and repudiated as an error of haughty reason. 

After resolving this chief dogmatic question, the Council also 

issued Twelve Canons on questions of churchly administration and 

discipline. Also decided was the date for the celebration of Holy 

Pascha. By decision of the Council, Holy Pascha should not be 

celebrated by Christians on the same day with the Jewish Passover, 

but on the first Sunday after the first full moon of the vernal 

equinox (which occurred on March 22 in 325).   
      (www.oca.org) 

 
 
Prayers For the Health and Salvation of those in need: Many Years! 

His Eminence Archbishop Alexander, Hieroschemamonk Ambrose (Young), 

Abbot Tryphon, Mitred-Archpriest Nicholas (Harris), Mitred-Archpriest 

Daniel (Kovalak), Mat. Myra (Kovalak), Pres. Eva (Koutroulelis), Mat. 

Mary Reynolds, Paul & Judy Beard, Harry Hiras, Evelyn Chabal, Amelia 

Kuzmiak, Juliana Matusiak, Isaac Bannister, Michael Lazorchak, Brian 

Gunter, Joanna Bohlander, John Dykes, Mary Fish, Innocent Sam, Chris 

Gehret, Bridget Youmans, Stephanie Raptis, & those suffering from the wars 

and unrest in Ukraine, Russia, & the Middle East.  Our Catechumens: 

Melissa Czock, Jiselle Macari, Spencer Leoutsakos, Benjamin Zachariah 

(Military), Garette, Morgan, Charlotte & Nathaniel Fallon, Rick Lucas, 

Dean Johnson, Jennifer Benick, Joseph Fazio, Dallas Compton, Jonathan, 

Madison (& child to be born), Felicity & Edmund Race, Mason Hall, 

Andrew Gehret 

Prayers for the Newly Departed: Memory Eternal 

Fr Dcn John Wesner +5/15, Stephanie Hojnicki +4/15, John Sam +5/12, 

James Lew Shatto +5/13 and All those who have lost their lives in the wars 

& unrest in Ukraine, Russia, the Middle East and around the world. 


